 “Old Man Rock” is seen as a living Being, part of a track laid down across the country at the time of creation. Extreme weather events like Cyclone Tracy might occur only once in a lifetime, and severe earthquakes and tidal surges even less, so the Aboriginal oral stories act as a cultural memory bank
7 January 2014

Dear Sir

The ABC documentary, “Blown Away” has been criticised for emphasising comments by Larrakia elders about the cause of the destruction of Darwin by Cyclone Tracy [ insert letter to ed, January 6]. In the televised documentary, Aboriginal people associated destructive cyclones like Tracy, earthquakes, and even tsunamis with the mythological powers of “Old Man Rock” off Casuarina Beach. Like many such sites, the rock is seen as a living Being, part of a track laid down across the country at the time of creation. 

Extreme weather events like Cyclone Tracy might occur only once in a lifetime, and severe earthquakes and tidal surges even less, so the Aboriginal oral stories act as a cultural memory bank warning generations to come of the forces that nature is capable of unleashing. And as we are discovering, these forces are not without human causes. Darwin, being a young city, should listen to a people who have already experienced at least one Ice Age, the fall and rise of the oceans and the drying of the continent. The social memory of these and other climatic events is symbolically preserved in stories of sites like Old Man Rock, and we should take heed or pay the price.

Dr Bill Day

Consulting Anthropologist
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